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CRATER OF KIRAUEA, IN HAWAITI, brittle as to crack and break under us like ice, 


(OWYHEE.) 
(Concluded from page 497.) 


“ On Wednesday, the 29th, after an early 
breakfast, our party, excepting Lieut. Mal- 
den, who was ill,—Mr. Dampier, who remain- 
ed to take a sketch, and Mr. Ruggles, who 
chose to satisfy his curiosity above, prepared 
for a descent into the crater. One of the 
few places where this is practicable, was with- 
in a rod of our hut. For the first 400 feet, 
the path was steep, and from the looseness 
of the stones and rocks in and about it, requir- 
ed caution in every movement. A slight touch 
was sufficient to detach them and send them 
bounding downwards, with great velocity, to 
the imminent danger of all in their way. 
The remaining distance to the ledge, of about 
the same nomber of feet, was gradual and 
safe, the path having turned into the bed of 
an old channel of land, which ran off in an 
inclined plane, till it met the cfiset, before 
described, more than a quarter of a mile wesi 
of the place where we began the descent. By 
the time we had all reached this spot, the na- 
tives acting as guides with the Messrs. Blox- 
am and Mr. Powel, had preceded the rest of 
our number too far to be overtaken, and we 
became tsvo parties for the rest of the morn- 
ing; the last, into which I fell, consisting of 
Lord B. Mr. Ball, Mr. Davis, and Mr. White, 
with Lerd B’s servant, and my native boy, to 
carry acanteen of water and the specimens 
we might collect. Before descending, we had 
provided ourselves with long canes and poles, 
by which we might test the soundness of any 
spot before stepping on it, and immediately 
on reaching the ledge, found the wisdom of 
the precaution. 

“ This offset is formed wholly of scoria and 
lava, mostly burned to a cinder, and is every 
where intersected by deep crevices and 
chasms, from many of which, light vapor, and 
smoke, and from others, a scalding steam are 
emitted. The general surface isa black 
glossy incrustation, retaining perfectly the in- 
numerably diversified tortuous configurations 


while the hollow reverberations of our foot- 
steps beneath, sufficiently assured us of the 
unsubstantial character of the whole mass. In 
some places, by thrusting our sticks down with 
force, large peices would give way, disclosing 
fissures and holes, apparently without bottom, 
These, however, were generally too small to 
appear dangerous. The width of this ledge 
is constantly diminished, in a greater or less 
degree, by the falling of large masses from its 
edges into the crater; and it is not impossible 
that in some future convulsion of the moun- 
tain, the whole structure may yet be plunged 
into the abyss below. 

Leaving the sulphur banks on the eastern 
side behind us, we directed our course under 
the northern to the western cliffs. As we ad- 
vanced, these became more and more perpen- 
dicular, till they presented nothing but the 
bare and upright face of an immense wall, 
from eight to ten hundred feet high, on whose 
surface huge stone and rocks hung, apparent. 
ly so loosely as to threaten falling at the agi- 
tation of a breath, In many places, a white 
curling vapor issued from the sides and sum- 
mit of this precipice; and in two or three 
others, streams of clay.colored lava, extend- 
ing almost from the top to the bottom, had 





cooled in the form of small cascades, evident- 
ly ata very recent period. At every step 
something new attracted our attention; and 
by stopping, sometimes to look up, not with- 
out a feeling of apprehension at the enormous 
masses over our heads—at others, to gain 
by a cautious approach to the brink of the 
guif, a mearer glance at the equally fearful 
depth below—at one time, turning aside to 
ascertain the- heat of a column of steam, 
and at another, to secure some unique or 
beautiful specimen, we occupied more thar 
two hours proceeding the same number of 
miles. 

We then came to a spot on ‘the western 
side, where the ledge widened many hundred 
fect, and terminated on the side next the cra- 
ter, not as in most other places, perpeddicular- 
ly, but in a vast heap of broken cakes and 





of the lava, as it originally cooled, and so 


blocks of lava, loosely piled togetber as they 
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had been shattered from above in the quak- 
ings of the mountain, and jutting off to the 
bottom in a frightful mass of ruin. Here we 
had been informed, the descent into the depth 
of the crater could be most easily made; but 
without a guide, were at a loss what course 
to take, till we unexpectedly descried the 
gentlemen who had preceded us, re-ascending. 
They dissuaded us most strenuously from 
proceeding further, but their lively represen- 
tations of the difficulty and dangers of the 
way, oaly strengthened tke resolution of 
Lord B. to go down, and knowing that the 
. crater had been crossed at this end, we has- 
tened on, notwithstanding the refusal of the 
guide to returnwith us. The descent was as 
perilous as it had been represented to be, but 
by proceeding with great caution, testing well 
the safety of every step before committing our 
weight to it, and often stopping to select the 
course which seemed least hazardous, in the 
space of 20 minutes we reached the bottom 
by a zig-zag way, without any accident of 
greater amount than a few scratches on the 
hands, from the sharpness of the fragments of 
lava by which we were occasionally obliged 
to support ourselves, When about half way 
down, we were encouraged to persevere, by 
meeting an Islander who had descended on 
the opposite side and made his way over. It 
was only, however, from the renewed assur- 
ance he gave of the practicability of our at- 
tempt, for besides being greatly fatigued, he 
was much cut and bruised from a fall—said 
the bottom was “ino ino roa—ka wahi o 
Debelo”—“ very, very bad—the place of the 
Devil.”? He could be prevailed on to return 
with us, only by the promise of an ample re- 
ward, ’ 

It is difficult to say, whether sensations of 
admiration or of terror predominated, on 
reaching the depth of this tremendous spot. 
As I looked up at the gigantic wall, which on 
every side rose to the very sky around me, 
I felt oppressed, for a moment, by a sense of 
confinement to a most unpleasant degree. 
Either from the influence of imagination, or 
‘from the actual effect of the intense power of 
a vertical sun, added to the heated and sul- 
phurous atmosphere of the voicano itself, I 
experienced an agitation of spirits, and a dif- 
ficulty of respiration, that made me cast a look 
of'wishful anxiety to our hut, which at an el- 
evation of 1500 feet, seemed only like a bird’s 
nest on the opposite cliff. ‘These emotions, 
however, soon passed off, and we began with 
great spirit and activity the enterprize before 
us, I can compare the general aspect of the 
bottom of the crater to nothiog, that will give 
a livelier image of it to your mind, than to 
the appearance the Otsego would pr esent, if 
the ice with which it is covered in the winter, 
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were suddenly broken up by a heavy storm, 
and as suddenly frozen again, while large 
fragments were still tossing and dashing and 
heaping against each other, with the motion 
of the waves. Just so rough and distorted 
was the black mass under our feet, only au 
hundred fold more terrific, independent of the 
innumerable cracks, fissures, deep holes and 
chasms,- from which sulphurous vapor, steam 
and smoke, were exhaled, with a degree of 
heat that testified to the near vicinity of fire. 

We had not proceeded far, before our path 
was intersected by a chasm at least 30 feet 
wide, and of a greater depth than we could 
ascertain, at the nearest distance we dare ap- 
proach it. The only alternative was to re- 
turn, or follow its course till it terminated or 
became narrow enough to be crossed. We 
chose the latter, but soon met an equally for- 
midable barrier in a current of smoke, so high- 
ly impregnated with a suffocating gas, as not 
to allow of respiration. While hesitating 
what to do, we perceived this to be swept off, 
occasionally, by an eddy of the air in a direc- 
tion opposite to that in which it generally 
settled, and watching an opportunity when 
our way was thus made clear, we held our 
breath and ran as rapidly as the dangerous 
character of the ground would permit, till we 
gained a place beyond its ordinary course. 
We here found ourselves unexpectedly deliv- 
ered also from the other impediment to our 
progress---the chasm, which abruptly ran off 
in a direction far from that we wished to pur- 
sue, 

“We were now at an inconsiderable dis- 
tance from one of the largest of the conical 
craters, whose laborious action had so great- 
ly impressed our minds during the night, and 
we hastened to a near examination of it. So 
prodigious an engine I never expect again to 
behold. On reaching its base, we judged it 
to be 150 feet high—a huge, irregularly sha- 
pen inverted funnel of lava, covered with 
clefts and orifices, from which bodies of 
steam escaped with deafening explosions, 
while pale flames, ashes, stones, and lava, 
were propelled, with equal force and noise, 
from its ragged and yawning mouth. The 
whole formed so singular and terrific an ob- 
ject, that though my drawing book had been 
accidentally left with my boy, who was un- 
willing to'descend from the ledge with us, in 
order to secure a hasty sketch of it, I permit- 
ted the other gentlemen to go a few yards 
nearer than I did, while I occupied myself 
with my pencil on a rough piece of blotting 
paper, brought by one of the party to wrap 
round the more delicate specimens we might 
collect. Lord Byron and his servant ascen- 
ded the cone several feet, but found the heat 
too great to remain longer than te detach 
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with their sticks, a piece or two of recent la- 
va burning hot. 

“So highly was our admiration excited by 
the scene, that we forgot the danger to which 
we might be exposed, should any change take 
place in the currents of destructive vapors 
which exist in a greater or less degree in eve- 
ry part of the crater, till Mr. Davis, after two 
o1 three ineffectual intimations of the propri- 
ety of an immediate departure, warned us ip 
a most decided tone, not only as a private 
friend, but. as a professional. gentleman, of the 
peril of our situation—assuring us that three 
inspirations of the air by which we might be 
surrounded, would prove fatal to every one of 
us. We felt the truth of the assertion, and 
notwithstanding the desire we had of visiting 
a similar cone covered with a beautiful in- 
crusiation of sulphur, at the distance of a few 
hundred yards.only from where we then were, 
we hastily took the speediest course from so 
dangerous a spot. The ascent to the ledge 
was not less difficult than the descent had 
been, aud for the last few yards was almost 
perpendicular ; but we all succeeded in gain- 
ing its top in safety, not far from the path 
where we had in the morning descended the 
upper cliff, 

* We reached the hut about two o’clock, 
nearly exhausted with fatigue, thirst, and hun- 
ger, and had immediate reason to congratu- 
late ourselves on a most narrow escape from 
suffering and extreme danger, if not from 
death. On turning round, we perceived the 
whole chasm to be filling with thick sulphur- 
ous smoke, and within half an hour, it was so 
completely choked with it that not an object 
below us was visible. Even in the unconfin- 
ed region above, the air became so oppressive 
as to make us thiok seriously of a precipitate 
retreat. ‘Th’s continued to bethe case for the 
greater part of the afternoon. A dead calm 
took place both within and without the cra- 
ter; and from the dimunition of noise, and the 
various signs of action, the volcano itself 
seemed to be resting from its labors. 

“ ‘Towards evening the smoke again rolled 
off to the south before a fresh breeze, and ev- 
ery thing assumed its ordinary aspect. At 
this time Lieut. Malden, notwithstanding his 
indisposition, succeeded in getting sufficient 
data to calculate the height of the upper cliff. 
He made it 900 feet, agreeing with the meas- 
urement of some of the missionaries some 
months before. If this be correct, it is judg- 
ed that the ledge cannot be less than 600 feet 
above the bottom, thus making the whole 
depth of the crater, that which | have stated 
it in the preceding pages to be 1500 feet. On 
similar grounds its circumference at the bot- 
tom has been estimated at a distance of from 
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“Greatly to our regret, we found it would 
be necessaiy to set off on our return early the 
next morning, all the provisions for the na- 
tives being entirely expended. We could 
have passed a week here with undimivished 
interest, and wished to remain at least one 
day longer, to visit the sulphur’banks on the 
eastern side, which abound with beautiful 
crystalizations, and to make some researches 
on the summit. We would have been clad 
also, to have added to the variety of speci+ 
mens we had already collected, especially of 
the volcanic sponge, and capillary voleunie 
glass, not found on the side of the cretef 
where we encamped. But it was impossible, 
and we made preparations for an a depar- 
ture, 

“'The splendid illuminations of the preee« 
ding evening were again lighted up with the 
closing of the day, and after enjoying their 
beauty for two or three hours with renewed 
delight, we sought a repose which the fatigue 
of the morning had rendered highly desirable, 
The chattering of the islanders around our 
cabin, and the occasional sound of voices in 
protracted conversation among our own num- 
bers, had, however hardly ceased long enough 
toadmit of sound sleep, when the volcano again 
began roaring and laboring with redoubled ac- 
tivity. The confusion of noises was prodigious- 
ly great. In addition toall we had before heard, 
there was an angry muttering and rumbling 
from the very bowels of the abyss, accompa- 
nied at intervals, by what appeared the des« 
perate efforts of some gigantic power strug 
vling for deliverance.—These sounds were 
not fixed or confined to one place, but rolled 
from one end of the crater to the other; 
sometimes seeming to be immediately under 
us, when a sensible tremor ef the ground 
on which we lay took place, and then again 
rushing to the farthest extremity with in- 
calculable velocity. The whole air was fill- 
ed with the tumult, and even those most 
soundly asleep, were quickly roused by it to 
thorough wakefulness. Every monition mo- 
mentarily increased, and Lord B. springing 
up in his cot, exclaimed, “ We shall certain- 
ly have an eraption—such power must burst 
through every thing.” He had searcely cease, 
ed speaking, when a dense column of black 
smoke, wag. seen rising from the crater, di- 
recily in front of us—the subterranean strug- 
gle atthe same time ceased, and immedi- 
ately after, flames burst from a large cone, 
near which we bad been in the morning, and 
which then appeared to have been long in- 
active. Red-hot stones, cinders: and ashes 
were also propelled, with immense vivlence, 
to a great height; and shortly aiter the 
molten lava boiled over, and flowed down 





3 to7 miles. and at its top from 8 to 10. 
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scoria, ia two beautiful curved streams, glit- 
tering with indescribable brilliancy. 

“ A whole lake of fire also opened in a 
more distant part. This could not have been 
less than two miles in circumference, and its 
action was more horribly sublime than any 
thing I ever imagined to exist, even in the 
idler visions of unearthly things. Its surface 
had all the agitation of an ocean—billow 
after billow, tossed its monstrous bosom in 
the air, aud occasionally, those from oppo- 
site directions met, with such violence, as 
to dash the fiery spray in the concussion, 
forty or fifty feet high. It was at once 
the most splendidly beautiful, and dreadfully 
fearful of spectacles, and irresistibly hurried 
the thoughts to that lake of fire from whence 
the smoke of torment ascendeth for ever and 
ever ! No work of Him who laid the founda- 
tions of the earth, ever brought to my mind 
the awful revelations of his word with such 
overwhelming impression : Truly “ with God 
is terrible majesty”—* let all the nations 
say unto God, Hovw terrible art thou in thy 
works |” 

“ Under the name of Pele, (pay-lay,) this 
volcano as you may have seen stated in the 
Missionary Herald, was one of the most dis- 
tinguished and most feared of the gods of Ha- 
waii.* Its terrific features are well suited to 
the character and abode of an unpropitious 
demon, and few works in nature woifld be 
more likely to impose thoughts of terror on 
the ignorant and superstitious, or from their 
destractive ravages sooner lead to sacrifices 
of propitiation and peace. It is now rapidly 
losing its power over the minds of the people. 
Not one of the large number in our company 
seemed to be at all apprehensive of it asa 
supernatural being. 

* After an almost sleepless night, we early 
turned our faces homeward, not without ma- 
ny a “ lingering look behind,” even from the 
very entrance of our path. It was precisely 
6 o’clock, when the last of our party left the 
brink. Never was there a more delightful 
morning. The atmosphere was perfectly 
clear, and the air, with the thermometer at 
56° Farenheit, pure and bracing. A splen- 
did assemblage of strong and beautifully con- 
trasted colors glowed around us. The bed of 
the crater, stil] covered with the broad shad- 





* Pele, is the all-powerful goddess of volcauoes 
with the natives, and Kirauea is the habitation of her- 
self and her mimistering deities. The conical craters 
are considered their houses, where they frequently 
amuse themselves by playing at koriane ; the roaring 
of the furnaces, and the crackling of the flames, are 
the kant of the hura, the music of their dance ; and the 
. red faming surge is the surf wherein they play spor- 
tively onthe roiling wave. A spirited account of a 
singular meeting between Mr. Ellis and his party 
with Oani, the priestess of Pele, is given in the North 
American. 
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ows of the eastern banks, was of jetty black- 
ness. The reflection of the early sun added 
a deeper redness to the western clifis—the 
bright yellow of those opposite showed here 
and there a tinge of vermilion, while the body 
of smoke rising between them, hung = he 
drapery of pearly whiteness against the deep 
seine of the sotihieeks sky. Mouna Roa and 
Mouna Kea, in full view in the west and north, 
were richly clothed in purple, while the long 
line of intervening forests, the level over 
which we were passing, and the precipice by 
which it was encircled, thickly covered wit 
trees and shrubbery, exhibited an equally 
bright and lively green. 

“ On gaining the top of the first precipice, 
the distant view of the crater and the sur- 
rounding scenery was so strikingly beautiful, 
that, though most of the gentlemen had _ pre- 
ceded me, I stopped long enough to secure the 
outlines of a drawing. We walked rapidly 
during the morning, and by 12 o’clock reach- 
ed the houses built for our accommodation 
half way between the harbor and volcano. 
We determined to spend the night at this 
place. After dinner, a native dance was per- 
formed, similar to that witnessed on our way 
up the mountain on Monday—after which 
we retired early to rest—set off before day- 
light the next morning, and reached the Bay 
in safety, at 1 o’clock on Friday. 





From the Christian Advocate. 
SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


Hail! hail! sabbath school establishments !— 
Let the voice of Hosanna rise from the banks of 
the Androscoggin, and sound over the top of the 
white hills of New- Hampshire, and join the hymns 
of praise to God for his word, and for the know!l- 
edge of his word, that is spreading through the 
earth. Here the spirit of zeal is kindled, and 
sabbath schools are just rising in these fertile val- 
leys, which wind among the mountains. With 
much attention the good work has commenced, 
and many have already shared its benefits; not 
only those who have been regularly classed, but 
children that live remote, engage in private study. 
More than seven thousand verses of God’s holy 
word, have been committed to memory in the 
short space of the last season, in the small circle 
where I travel. ‘The effect is gloriuus! Societies 
forming—libraries gathering—information rising 
—sin and ignorance retiring—obedience and love 
inspired. Hw pleasing to see little groups of 
children celiected, forming a band to learn the 
word of God, the word of life! What parent will 
not say, Go on and prosper, until all the world be 
Christians, and the grey headed and the youth 
die like Simeon, having seen the salvation of 
God. E. F. N. 

Rumford, Maine, Dec. 5, 1826. 


The brig Doris is advertised to sail from Balti- 
more in 6 or 8 days for Liberia, Africa. She will 
carry out a large number of colored” people to the 
African settlement. 
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+ INDIA WITHIN THE GANGES. 


Rapid progress of Christianity in the Tinevelly 
Disirict. 

While we are encouraged by the prosperity of our 
own missions in various places, we may rejoice at the 
progress of the good work among the heathen in In- 
dia. We select from the journal of the Rev. Mr. 
Rhenius, of the Church Missionary Society, at Pa- 
lamcottah, a wore particular account of the wonder- 
ful change from idolatry, which has been mentioned 
before. 


In August 1823, eight persons were baptized in 
Tiroopoolangoody; these were people who had 
for several years been impressed with the truth of 
the Gospel, had forsaken idolatry, been instructed 
in Christianity, and had suffered many cruelties 
from their beathen neighbors. Abvut this timea 
new Collector of the District arrived in Courtal- 
Juin; a place where the European gentlemen re- 
side during the hot season. In October of the same 
year, people came from Sembankoodyirooppoo, 
begging to be instructed in Christianity, as they 
found no satisfaction in heatheni.m: being persua 
ded of this by some native christians in Varlaradi: 
a few days afterward, f went to see them, and in 
structed them in the nature of Christianity: a 
Brahmin, an owner of the village, was kind enough 
to give the people a piece of land on which to 
build a Chapel; that ground we afterward bought 
from him, and these candidates for Christianity 
settled upon it: it is now a Christian village, 
which we have called Arooloor. On the occasion 
just mentioned, I left David behind, to visit the 
neighboring villages, and to make known the Gos 
pe) among them: on his retarn, he reported the 
opposition which a Veilalen, a partner of the Brah- 
min, was unjustly waking against our people ; ill 
treating them in various ways. In December, 
David was again sent to Seinbankoodiyirooppoo ; 
and, on his return, reported that he had been at 
the fair in Satangkoolam, and preached to various 
people, and read Tracts to them, when a number 
of Shanars of that town had followed him, and 
came hither with the resolution to embrace Chris. 
tianity. 

In January 1824, I sent some of our people to 
Satangkoolam, to instruct the candidates for chris 
tianity: they found 21 families decided to embrace 
it; but opposition also on the part of the heathen. 
At the end of the same month I and Mr. Schmid 
visited the place, and were rejoiced to see a very 
large congregation waiting for us at their Choul 
try. to see us, and to hear the word of God: dur 
ing our stay, we endeavored to obtain a piece of 
ground for the building of a School and Prayer- 
house, but the great men of the village were evi- 
dently enemies to the cause, and our endeavors 
were allin vain. In the beginning of February, 
our people in Arooloor had to suffer much from 
the Vellaled, by whose instrumentality they were 
beaten and robbed. One case was so daring an 
outrage, that I sent the oppressed and wounded to 
the Collector, requesting the favor of him to stem 
the persecution, which he did: having ascertained 
the truth of the outrage, he punished the offenders. 

In September 1824, ten families of Secadivally, 
10 miles south of Satangkoolam, destroyed their 
idols and joined themselves to the Ghristian 
church, 
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About that time, by the instrumentality of @ 
member of the new congregation at Nadoovakoo- 
ritchy, the headman and people of Kovindapaty, 
in the west, also renounced idolatry ; with several 
families of two other villages in its neighborhood. 
In February 1825, I visited them, when I found 
the stone idol cast out of the Temple, and that 
building prepared to be a place of Christian wor- 
ship: the next day they barnt in my presence, the 
other relics of idolatry; and destroyed a small 
Temple which the headman had in his yard. One 
of our assistants was placed here as their instruc- 
tor. 

In the mean while, more people in the villages 
round Arooloor and Satangkoolam came forward 
likewise: the heathens, particularly sbme princi 
pal persons, continued to be hostile to them; but 
their conspiracies did not succeed. In addition to 
some new cases, there was one respecting the vil- 
lage of Nadoovakooritchy, where a rich heathey 
native, formerly a T'asildar, bad, about thirteen 
years ago, by various tricks, appropriated the vil- 
lage to himself, depriving the native christians of 
the Tanjore mission of their possession ; and about 
four years ago had destroyed a Church whieh the 
Christian congregation there had built. This case 
was brought before the Collector, who, with muob 
patience and trouble investigated it, and found out 
the wicked injustice of that rich native. In con- 
sequence the village was restored to the native 
christians, and those who had destroyed the 
Church were punished. 

The attention, which, in justice, was thus paid 
to the grievances of the Christians by the Magis- 
irate, became known, of course, all over this part 
of the district; and was, probably, one of the cau- 
ses which excited many more villages to listen to 
christian instruction and renounce idolatry ; so that 
in May 1825, we numbered about thirty-five villa- 
ges in which we had congregations. We were 
thus obliged to select some pious young men to 
yo and teach them the word of God: seven of 
these were sent for this purpose: they found a 
ready reception, and great willingness to hear and 
learn the word of God, among all ; particularly the 
women. Previously to this, they, with others 
of our Semiuarists, being stirred up to make known 
the way of salvation to their countrymen, had vis- 
ited in different directions, the most famous places 
of idolatry, during the time of the heathen feasts— 
discoursing and reading and distributing Tracts 
and Gospels to vast crowds who used to come to- 
gether on such occasions from all quarters; many 
of whom expressed themselves much pleased at the 
new light which they received by these instruc- 
tions. In about three months from the time when 
our young men were first sent out thus, the villa- 
ges in which new congregations had arisen, were 
no less than ninely; aod they have now (in, Sep- 
tember 1825) increased to one hundred and twen- 
ty five. In these villages more than a thousand 
amilies are under christian instruction. 

The following causes may have operated wader 
the bicssing of God, to bring about this change in 
the mitids of the people. 

1. The preaching of the Gospel.by ours 
and our pative assistanis—2. The distribution 

Tracts—S. The interconrse of the heathen wit! 
our new congregations, and with the mative clirts 
tians of the Tanjore mission ; who were formerly 
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last fifteen years to less than half that number— | 
4. The attention paid to the grievances of the 
christans—5. The liberation of the people from 
various burdensome labors which they had to per 
form at the idolatrous festivals. 

Under the sufferings of which I have spoken, 
our people were, from the beginning exhorted to 
exercise patience and forbearance toward their en 
emies, as it becomes professors of Christianity ; 
and I must say that they have endured much. 
Though in cases where application for redress 
seemed necessary to the maintenance of public 
peace and justice, they received relief; yet in the 
mean while, they endured beatings, spoliations, 
and wantow imprisonments, with a steadfasmess 
which [ cannot but ascribe to a reality in their 
ebristian profession. 

Thos have we arrived at a very interesting pe- 
riod. We would lean on the Holy Spirit to help 
us ; and to give us understanding and wisdom, that 
we nay advise and guide aud instruct these con- 

regations aright and with power, so that their af- 
ections may be drawn closer toward their Re. 
deemer and Heaven, where he sitteth at the right 
hand of the Father; whereby they may be enabled 
to overcome all the temptations and troubles of 
this life, and more especially their own innate cor- 
ruptions, — 


AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCI 
ETY 


The following extracts are from a letter to the Cor 
responding Secretary, from the Rev. George 
Basti of Indianapolis, Indiana. We present it 
as a New-year’s gift to our readers, not doubting 
that it will he recognized by the frien:'s of the 
Redeemei's kingdom among-us, as disclesing a. 
part af the work which the Lord will have us to 
do this year, for bis own glory and the good of 
our common country. Let every reader look to 
God to-give him a right heart while he contem 
plates the condition and claims of the interes 
ting state of Indiana.—.V. Y. Obs. 


InpianaPouis, Nov. 20, 1826. 


My Dear Friend,—\t affords me great pleasure 
to learn from the public papers that the A. H. M. 
Society is making such strenuous exertions to im- 
part the Gospel to the destitute portions of our 
country. No doubt, an almost limitless field js 
spread before you. Cries of aid are borne to your 
ears from every section of our land. Many desti- 
tute settlements, many suppliant churches, point 
you to their long desolations, and sue for a portion 
of your favors, But alas! it appears that from 
your limited means, you are compelled to turn 
away from many of them, unable to afford either 
belp or hope, Thus the spectacle of these mor- 
al wastes is made stil] more affecting by the con 
victiom that until Christians are more liberal, you 
cannot send them succour. 

Under these circumstances what may be the 
success of my present petition, I know not. I per- 
ceive, however, that the grand »bjects of your So- 
giety have a special bearing upon the condition of 
the people of the West. This inspires the hope 

my suit may attract your notice—that a voice 
from Indiana may be heard. I would fain present 
@ plea in behalf of the thousands whom the prog. 
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forests, and spreading over the bosoms of our pra- 
Much has beew said of the wauts of this 


iries. 
growing empire west of the Alleghany. But the 
half has not been told ;nor can it be. Even the 


most ample survey which could be made by an oc- 
nlar and personal examination of our waste places, 
would not embrace the full extent of our necessi- 
ties; for a nation is springing up whose destiny is 
to be governed in a great measure by the charac- 
ter of the present generation ;—a fact, which con- 
stitutes a claim io our favor that cannot be plead- 
ed by the heathen dynasties and dominions of the 
East. Much we admit has been ssid of the wants 
of the West; mach interest, we are aware, is enlis- 
ted in our religions and political prospects ; but so 
litle comparatively has been the fruit of the most 
pathetic appeals—so few have been the persons 
who have been induced to m#ke this wide and 
white harvest-field the scene of their labors, that 
we are constrained to repeat our statements and 
solicitations again and again; and even then, to 
send them forth with the secret sentiment, that af- 
ter all, they wili be unavailing. But we must still 
supplicate, and God graatthe word may light up- 
on the glowing hearts of many of the young her- 
alds of the cross; that under the patronage of your 
Society their steps may be directed hither, that 
they may come among us with an active Zeal, 
with an intense concern for the Lord’s wasted her- 
itage. Thus may we hope that the ery of the suf- 
fering West will not become the burden of the 
churches of the East. 

The state of Indiana presents at this moment, a 
field both of action and contemplation in the 
highest degree interesting. Possessing a territory 
of which the beauty of its visible aspect is equalled 
only by the amazing fertility of the soil, a soil un- 
moistened by the sweat, or the tears, or the blood 
of the slave.—It must soon from its local relations 
and its internal resources, rank with the most pop- 
ulous states of the Union. It is now teeming with 
the hordes of emigration, and the progress of im- 
provement js inconceivable. The earlier inhab- 
itants, in viewing or describing the changes which 
ten or fifteen years have effected in the state of 
this immence forest (as it was at that time,) can 
scarce refrain fiom bursts of astonishinent. Though 
the trees, wherever you travel bear the marks of 
the Indian tomahawk, and the very poles and 
the crisped barks which formed their temporary 
camps are still t> be seen, yet farms are every 
where opening in the wilderness—the resounding 
axe is heard as often and as far as the yells of 
wild beasts—the nimble deer feed among the do- 
mestic herds—and every twenty or thirty miles 
the spire of a handsome Court house of brick rises 
amidst the deadened trunks of the poplars, walnuts, 
and oaks. 

From living in a central part of the State, on a 
road that forms the great thoroughfare from the 
East to the West, I am situated favorably for ob- 
serving the flow of emigration. During the au- 
tamnal months nothing is more cominon than to see 
ten, fifteen, or twenty waggons, passing in a single 
day, carrying the little all of the families which 
pass in groups by their sides. As many as thirty 
of these loaded wains have been known to camp 
for the night at the same spot in the wilderness. 
The destination of the gr@at body of emigrants 
that pass through the centre of the S:ate, 1s the 
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ticalarly from that point where this river falls. in 
with the eastern boundary line of Minois, upwards 
towards its source. This region is becoming the 
garden spot of Indiana; and the rate at which pop 

ulation is angmenting in that quarter exceeds be 

lief. And truly from the acquaintance I have 
gained during a recent tour to the Wabash, with 
that part of the State, Lam ready to believe that 
were a stranger to the peculiar features of the 
Mississippi valley to be suddenly set down in any 
of the prairie tracts which adorn that noble stream, 
he could not but wonder that the wisdom and good- 
ness of Providence should bave so long withheld 
such enchanting regions from the possession of 
civilized men. Nay, he could scarce refrain from 
asking, why a distinct order of beings were not pur- 
posely formed to tenant them, rather than that 
they should have remained for ages amoung the 
solitudes of nature. The utmost luxuriance of 
soil is combined with unequalled charms of natur- 
al scenery. So grand and striking is the contrast 
between the majestic forests and the level or undu- 
Jating champaign—with such indescribable effect. 
are the trees niade to border upon these extensive 
plains, sometimes putting out in leafy promonto- 
ries, sometimes standing in insulated clusters, 
sometimes arranged in rows like colonades—thar 
the beholder is forcibly reminded of the Elysian 
fields of the poets. Or rather, he feels that he is 
standing amidst the finest manor grounds of the 
Lord of the Creation: and no temple ever more 
naturally prompted the heart to worship. 

Such is the natural character of a very consid- 
erable portion of a country, of which a moral as. 
pect furms a mournful reverse to the sketch now 
given. ‘The Canaanite is yet in the land ; its clus- 
ters are the clusters of Sodom. Not that the body 
of the population are entirely regardless of any 
form of religion. On the contrary there is an 
abundance of what ts called the preaching of the 
Gospel ; much of a disposition to hear—much of a 
certain kind of zeal, and of the form of godliness. 
But alas! there is little, little of the true evangeli 
cal dispensation of the word of life, or its appropri 
ate fruits. Instead of it we have noisy rant, and 
illiterate declamation, the grossest errors and her 
esies, with the utmust readiness to imbibe them— 
the extremes of Arminiavism and Antimonianisin. 
Besides all- which, we deplore a state of morals in 
many districts, to the farthest degree lax and aban 
doned. 

This dark view, however, we are happy to state, 
is relieved by many grateful facts of a different 
kind. "The Lord has a chosen seed scattered here 
and there over this barren land. And the lonely 
missionary who turns aside to tarry for a pight in 
the humble cabins of the wilderness, will often find 
himself delighted and refreshed by the pious con- 
versation and prayers of a venerable father or 
mother in Christ. These are they who are pining 
for the bread of life—who are turnifg their anx 
ious eyes to the proffered aid of your Society. 
They are few in number and weak in means; but 
eould the Gospel once be statedly fixed among 
them, their prospects would be enlightened ; as it 
is well ascertained tha? there is scarcely any set- 
tlement in the country containing a few pious faim 
ilies, but the number would be speedily increased 
by emigrants, were there only a certainty that the 
Privileges and ordinances of the Gospel awaited 








American Home Missionary Socicty. 519 


their arrival. How then shall this seed become 
productive of a future harvest without cultiva- 
tors? And where are the cultivators to be found ? 
They are not in the field; nor are they rearing up 
in the midst of us. In the Presbyterian connec- 
tion there are not three candidates for the minis- 
try inthe whole State. Whence then shail we 
leok for Pauls and Apolioses to tend the husband- 
rv of God, but to your Society ? 

Qur populaiion at present is rated at between 
Zand 300,000; and we have only 12 resident 
Presbyterian ministers in the Siate. The Pres- 
bytery to which I belong, embraces a range of 
territory nearly 200 miles in length and 80 in 
breadth; in which we have only four members 
with charges, though we nnomber nineteen congre- 
gations. I am stationed in the centre of a large 
body of population, yet my nearest clerical neigh- 
bor lives at the distance of 50 or 60 miles. I was 
this year obliged to travel 140 miles to attend 
Presbytery. 

Such is a faint view of the destitution of Fudi- 
ana; a portion of the Lord’s vineyard in many 
respects pre-eminently interesting. The little 
band of brethren who have made this the field of 
their humble labors, have met, and do still meet 
with animating tokens for good in their work. 
They feel indeed that they are sometimes reaping 
where others have sowed. They sometimes enter 
into the labors of a lamented Searle, or Trimble, 
or Young; but they are encouraged to hope they 
shall enter also into their rest and reward. In sev- 
eral of our vacant churches the Spirit of grace has 
descended in refreshing visitations, and much of 
the life and power of godliness continue to mark 
his presence. One‘of these little Societies on the 
Wabash, formed a few years since with aine mem- 
bers, has since increased to seventy; the fruit in 
great measure, of the blessings of God upon their 
uniform practice of assembling on the Sabbath for 
reading, prayer, and praise. ‘Phey have never yet 
had a pastor; but [ean safely say that I have 
scarcely ever witnessed a state of things so much 
like the primitive simplicity and sincerity of the 
first churches, as in this little flack embosomed in 
the western wilds. They are urgent for a spiritu- 
al guide ; and delightful would be the task of bim 
who shall be called to go in and out befere such a 
willing people. 

But we are still left to grieve over a sore famine 
of the bread of life. The scarcity of ministers and 
missionaries forins the burden of our lamentation. 
Few are they who are found ready to devote them- 
selves to the blessed apostolical work of seeki 
the wandering sheep: fewer no doubt than they 
would be, could those who have abundance be per- 
suaded to bestow a part of it towards furnishing 
the laborer with his well-earned hire. “The 
Lord’s sheep are scattered because there is mo 
shepherd; yea, his flock are scattered apon all the 
face of the earth, and there is none to search or 
seek after them.” Most earnestly therefore, do 
we request that shepherds may be sent among us 
—:hose who shall “seek that which is lost, and 
bring again that which is driven away, and bind 
up that which is broken, and strengtheo that which 
is sick.” 

Your affectionate friend and brother in our com- 
mon Lord. GEO. BUSH. 

Rey. A. Peters, Cor. Sec. of the A. H. M.S, 

















































re, = " 


YSN re ae ee 


/ 


520 American Colonization Society. 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 
Society of Friends in North Carolina. 


Jt will be seen by the address of the yearly meeting 
of this Society, which we now publish, with what 
energy and perseverance, this benevolent class of 
Chrsstians, are exerting themselves for the benefit 
of sucn people of color as are providentially sub- 
jected to their care. We trust that the members of 
other denominations will not regardiessly behold 
so bright an example, but that they will adopt those 
principles aad intbibe that spirit which have been 
shown s0 illustriously beneficial to the cause of hu- 
mavity in the proceedings of this unostentatious s0- 
ciety.—-frican Rep. 


Address frim the Yearly Meeting of Friends in North 
Carolina, held in the 11th month, 1826, to the Quar- 
terty, Monthty and Preparative Meetings which con- 
stitute ul ; on the subject of removing the people of co- 
lor under Friends’ care to free governments. 


lt appears from the proceedings of our meetings for 
sufferings, as presented to this meeting, that there 
have been conveyed to free governments since last 
year, about 300 of the people of color under the care 
of this yearly meeting; having been left to their 
choice of places. Upwards of 40 having been taken 
to Liberia ; 119 to Hayti; 11 to Philadelphia, and the 
remainder to Ohio and Indiana; the expences of 
wh.ch have been about 3,500 dollars: about $600 are 
still remaining. Jt also appears that the following 
dovavions haye been made us, to aid in this benevo- 
lent work, viz. $2,914 16 from an individual of the 
city of Philadelphia ; $260 from the yearly meeting 
of New-York; $1,000 from the yearly meeting of 
Rhode-isiand ; $500 from the meeting for sufferings 
of Philadeiphia, and $100 from an individual of Bur- 
lington, N. Jersey. It further appears from the re- 
ports of the agents, that about 500 of the remaining 
people of colour are willing to emigrate to free gov 
ernments : upwards of 300 to Liberia, and the other 
200 or thereabouts fo other places. All that is want- 
ing are sufficient funds and opportunity. A donation 
of $500 bas been made by our meeting for sufierings 
to the Colonization Society, to assist them in char- 
tering a vessc} the present fall, and $300 more pledg- 
ed im case their funds should not be adequate. Al- 
though it appears from the above statement that a 
part of our stock bas not yet been expended, yet it 
will fall far short of completing the operations in 
view in regard to this momentous work. We have 
therefore cordially united in this meeting, to endeav- 
our to raise the sum of $2,000; and although this is 
double what we directed last year, yet we think the 
importance of the subject, and the danger of delay 
require it. It was referred to the representatives to 
be apportioned among the quarterly meetings, to be 
raised and handed into the hands of the Treasurer. 
And now dear friends, notwithstanding all the va- 
ried difficulties attending this subject, it appears to 
us that the blessing of Divine Providence has attend- 
ed our exertions in a peculiar manner. Our motive 
io giving you this information and address, is from a 
hope that it will excite in all the members of the year 
ly meeting, a concern harmoniously to co-operate with 
the meeting for sufferings, aud the Agents in their 
rompt and indefatigable exertions, in acting in be- 
fof this Society for these degraded people. Do 
‘we not fee} ourselves under the strongest obligations 
of acknowledgment to our distant brethren for their 
generous aid which ought to stimulate us the more 
cheerfully to contribute to this good work. If the 
Father of Mercies should continue to smile on our 
operations, weshall in a year or two more, in all pro- 
bability, be released trom the heavier part of this 
burden, and feel the inexpressible consolation of hav- 
ing plucked from the jaws of slavery a thousand of 
eur fellow-beings, and placed them in free govern- 
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ments where they may enjoy the privilege of citizens ; 
and the additional satisfaction of having been instru- 
mental in performing a work which will doubtless 
have a very striking influence on the community at 
large, and assist in paving the way for the mitigation 
or removal of one of the greatest evils that ever af- 

flicted the human race. 
Signed in behalf of the aforesaid ee 
JEREMIAH HUBBARD, Clerk. 


Stave Trapr.—No. 68 of the London Quarterly 
Review, states on official authority, some deplorable 
facts relating to the slave-trade. Every day brings 
fresh proof that nothing but the civilization of the 
natives of Africa, by the establishment of Christian 
colonies on the coast, will ever put an end to the hor- 
rors of thistraffic. ’ 

The American vessels engaged in this trade, are 
generally under the Dutch flag. One vessel under 
that flag was lately seized, but the crew consisting 
entirely of Americans, escaped unpunished. 

‘The trade under the French flag is as vigorously 
pursued as ever, and the French government makes 
no exertion to check it. Inthe first month of 1825, 
5766 negroes were landed within twenty leagues of 
Havanna, many of them from French vessels; and 
‘nineteen vessels left that port for the coast of Africa. 
The Abolition Society of Paris state, on the authority 
of official documents, that slave captains throw into 
the sea every year, about three thousand negroes, 
more than balf of them alive, either to escape from 
cruisers, or because the negroes, exhausted by sut- 
ferings, could not be sold to advantage. 


“ The Portuguese and Brazilians, so far from hay- 
ing the least respect for public opinion, consider the 
slave trade as an honorable and legitifiate branch of 
commerce ; and so little horror is felt among them at 
the enormities which are constantly occurring, that 
nothing is more common than for the ladies to take 
share in an ebony adventure. In the case of one re- 
cent capture alone, there were four female consign- 
ees. The vessels with the Emperor Don Pedro's fi- 
cense, are universally in the most berrid condition— 
the mortality and suffering on board them almost too 
dreadful for description. It is stated that in some of 
these vessels were fierce dogs of the blood hound spe- 
cies, trained to sit waching over the hatches during 
the night, lest the wretched beings below, driven to 


desperation, should make any attempt to reach the- 


region of purer air.”’ 


Auxiliary Colonization Society.—Within two months 
past about twenty associations (we believe more than 
this number) have been constituted to co-operate in 
the great purposes of our institution. Among these 
the Colonization Society of Pennsylvania holds a dis- 
tinguished place. Its first donation of six hundred 
doliars, has been already received. The place of its 
location, (Philadelphia) the character of its members, 
and the zeal and success with which it has commenc- 
ed operation, afford promise of very important bene- 
fits to the cause in which we are engaged. 

The citizens of the western part of Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee, begin to look with 
deep interest upon our enterprise, and seem very gen- 
erally disposed to give it countenance and support. 
Multitudes we know regard it as a work demanding 
for its execution the national exertion, and truly wor- 
thy of the national patronage. 

It is painful to add, that notwithstanding the liber- 
ality of several Socicties and many individuals, yct 
in consequence of some unexpected demands for the 
colony, the funds of the Society do not justify the 
outfit immediately of an expedition. We still hope 
for the means to effect this in the course of the win- 
ter. The hazard of failnre in a matter so important, 
must, we thiok, itself prove a powerfal appeal.to ev 





ery Christian heart, 
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AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


A meeting of gentlemen favorable to the inter- 
ests of the American Tract Society, Was held at 
the Vestry of Hanover-street Church, Boston, on 
Thursday evening, 28th ult. 

The following resolution was offered by Rev 
Mr. Anderson, and seconded by Dr. Hale, anc 
was unanimously sustained by the meeting : 

Resolved, That the vigorous vperations of the 
American Tract Society at Boston, are intimately 
connected with the prosperity of vital godliness in 
our own country, and with the extension of the 
Redeemet’s kingdom throughout the world. 

The following resolution was offered by Dea 
Heury Hill, seconded by Mi. Charles» Scudder 
and unanimously sustained by the neeting : 

Resolved, That the objects of this Society have 
immediate and imperiows claims on the Christian 
community. 

At the close of the meeting a subscription was 
commenced, and now stands at $$22. 


It will be perceived by the above notice, that 
among the various objects of benevolence to which 
the attention of the citizens of Boston has of late 
been called, the objects of the American Tract So- 
ciety, have not been forgotten, This Society has 
been in operation twelve years. It has printed 
pearly 6,000,000 of ‘Tracts. These Tracts have 
been circulated in every State in the Union 
Some of them have been read in Canada, some 
in Mexico, some in South Ameiica, some on the 
Islands of the Sea, and some in other quarters of 
the globe. ‘The truth which they contain has of 
ten been attended by the Spirit of God. The 
moral influence which they have been instrumen- 
tal of exerting is known but in part. Many souls 
have had occasion to rejvice on earth, and no Gout 
many souls have gone to heaven rejoicing, who 
look to Tracts which have gove out trom this So- 
ciety as the first monitors that warned of the dan- 
ger to which they were exposed. And it is truiy 
gratifying to see this Society renewing its strength 
just at this time; when God is in a peculiar man 
ner coming uear to his peopie in this city, and ma- 
king bis truth sharper than any two edged sword. 
Winle the preached word is made effectual in 
converting sinners, God is also pleased to attend 
the truth contained in religious Tracts with his 
Llessing. 

Tracts distributed by an individual in this city, 
have, within a few weeks, been made instrumental 
in the awakening and hopeful conversion of three 
immortal souls. ‘The great moral influence which 
these publications are now exerting, and which 
they will hereafier exert can never be known uli 
Almost every 
week brings us new ¢vidence of their usefulness. 
A letier was received a few days since from a 
clergyman in Vermont, froin which the following 
IS an extract :— 

“ Dear Sir,—I have frequently noticed accounts 
in our religious publicauons,, of the wonisers 
Wrought by the instrumentality of Religious 
Tracts. IT have seen withia my own parish, some 
of the most happy effects of these secret monitors. 
A man sunk to the lowest degree of brutal in'oxi- 
cation, has been hopefully reclaimed, and recently 
United with the Methodist churchn by means of a 
Tract thrown in his way. Impressed with a deep 
seuse of the utility of Tracts, | have never thought 
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any tiouble too great to bestow in aiding their cir- 
culauon. Andif any place on earth needs Tracts, 
this place does. Families are here to be found 
almost entirely destitute of any books whatever. 
Childreu in these families from a thirst for read- 
ing which their teachers heve inspired, will eager- 
ly seize and thoroughly peruse every pamphlet, 
sheet or fragment which is composed of letiers. 
What Chrisuan on earth would not long 'o put 
into their hands Religious Tiacts, which would 
uot Only improve their minds in reading, but lead 
their souls to insmmortal hfe 2” 

We subjoin several facts and anecdotes, glean- 

ed fiom the Addresses. 
_ Rev, sar. Fay stated, that the first American 
Tract Society, the seat of whose operations was 
at Andover, is not merged in the American Soci- 
ety at New-York; neither is it a mere auxihary. 
ltis united with that Society, on more favorable 
terms than any other, The New-York Society 
adopts Our series of tracts entire; if it proposes al- 
teralions in any of them, they must have the ap- 
probation of a gentleman appointed by us, and 
one of our Executive Committee is placed of 
theirs, whose unanimous approbation is necessary 
ior ithe adoption of every tract. This had been 
an efficient parent society ; and obtains its tracts 
trom New-York at a great discount, and is not 
pledged to pay over its surplus funds. Ic is still 
expected that this society will supply New Eng- 
land; and it should employ agents to organize 
wuxihanes in every part of it, for that purpose, 
vind thea to aid the society at New York. Hav- 
ing removed the seat of is operations to Boston, 
aud designing to make new efforts in this and the 
adjacent States, it makes its first appeal to the 
metropolis, and hopes av example «iil here be 
set, which will be worthy of general imitation, 

Mr. Eastman.— When the Society at New-York 
was coutemplatcd, it was feared that buildings 
could not be procured there. Buta building has 
been erected by the citizens, which sappties toom 
lor all the Society’s operations, aud produces an 
aunual rent besides of $2000. This, after paying 
a smail sum yet doe for the building, will be a per- 
peiual income to the society. That society has 
in Operation 4 power presses, nearly equal to 12 
conunon presses, ail moved by one wheel, and that 
turved by a sigle mule. That society and its 
friends now look with deep sulicitude to the East. 
They rememver tie light which arose in the East, 
and advanced in splendor toward the meridian. 
Phey almost began to weep on seeing it grow dim. 
Tuey never did believe that it would go out im 
darkness. They have believed it would revive, 
and increase, and shine to perfect day. ‘They are 
now looking for the fulfilment of their expecta- 
lions. 

An old gentleman in the West went to a neigh- 
boring ‘place to inguire for a missionary for his 
cestiute neigbborhuod, He did not succeed, but 
tracts were given him. He had seven sons and 
daughters married. Aflerward, when a missiona- 
ry visited the place, 12 of the 14 were hupefully 
Christians, and one other was inquining.—A min- 
ister lately gave a lady the tract on quenching the 
Spwit; she was awakeoed by it, and is now a 
member of his church. He afterward gave the 
same to augiher lady, with the same success, 





Rev. L. Dwight feels a great interest in this 
Society, from various considerations, He Was 
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been engaged in the service of the Society. He 
has been acquainted with some of its earliest ope- 
rations and with the effort and self-denial it called 
forth, When its annual income was but $150, 
a female, who maintained herself by labor, gave him 
$20 to print the Swearer’s Prayer. A farmer 
said to him, I have no money for your funds; I 
will give you $20 from the’ proceeds of that fat 
ox. Levi Parsons said to him, I am hardly worth 
a pair of shoes, but I will become a life member. 
Rev. S. Green had been called to visit a sick fe- 
male, out of his sgciety. His conversation seem 
ed to profuce no impression on her mind. He 
gave a hymn in the forin of a tract to a little girl 
in the goom. On going again, he found the sick 
girl had been awakened by the hymn, and now 
she gives good evidence of piety.—Rec. & Tel. 


From the Missionary Herald. 


PALESTINE MISSION. 
From Mr. Goodell to the Corresponding Secretary. 

The following communication is dated “ Beyroot (Sy- 
ria) June 19, 1826 ;” and with the articles that follow 
from the same pen, embodies much interesting matter. 

My design in this communication, is to state a few facts, 
which have an important bearing on this mission, and 
which will place before you some of its interesting fea- 
tures; and as they are entirely unconnected with each 
other, I shall arrange them under separate heads. 

Of the Jews. 

When we first came to Beyroot, the Jews had no more 
dealings with us, than they had of old with the Samari- 
tans. We could not induce them even to call upon us ; 
aud if we visited them, or their school, they looked upon 
us with the eye of suspicion. But a course of uniform 
kindness on our part has apparently overcome many of 
their prejudices, and inspired them with confidence ; and 
we now on much intercourse and much religious con- 
versation with them, Two years ago they would purchase 
only a certain edition of the Old Testament ; now they 
come a journey of several days, and pui chase even the 
prohibited edition. Then they would not purchase the 
Respbets by themselves, and the very name of the New- 
Testament appeared to excite great uneasiness and ab- 
horrence in their mind ; now they purchase not only the 
Prophets but even the New-Testament, also, when it is 
bound up with their own Scriptures,* Then they had no 
other idea of Christianity than whatthey had acquired by 
seeing the supetstitions, idolatries, and abominations of 
these corrupt churches ; now a few of those in Beyroot 
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Jacob Aga, at Sidon, seat him to Damasc,, 

iness with the Pasha. The Pasha ma, 
many particular enquiries respecting the Archbishop. }\, 
age, circumstances, family, character, &c. ; and simil,, 
inquiries, also, ting the Archbishop, who is wii) 
me at Beyroot. e then said to the Cadi, the Moolia 
the Mafti, and all his courtiers about him, “ Listen ; on, 
year ago, while I was in the Grand Vizier, at Constany. 
nople, the Armenian Patriarch came before him, with , 
long complaint in writing against Jacob Aga, and Sign, 
Carabet, for marrying wives ; saying it was contrary \) 
their sacred books, an innovation tn their church, &c. &. 
But before he had finished what he had written, the 
Grand Vizier, looking at him with a smile of contempy, 
said, ‘* You may put up your papers. If your books an 
opposed to the martiage of the clergy, your books ar 
not sacred, they are false. Our books are true and s:. 
cred. The Koran is from God, and commends marriage 
in all.’ With this he dismissed the Patriarch.” Then 
turning to the Armenian, the Pasha said, “* Are you not 
also a monk ?” Being answered in the affirmative, “| 
advise you as a friend,” said he, “to follow vour fals: 
books no longer, but to take a wife.” The Armenian, 
overjoyed, hastened back to Sidon, on the next day afte; 
his arrival married a wife, and the day following came 
to Beyroot, to inform us of all that had passed. 

One important benefit of these marriages has been, to 
excite inquiry, to bring the Bible“into notice, and to lead 
to the examination of other customs and canons, which 
have had the sanction of ages, and all the corroboration, 
which pretended miracles could give. 1 do not think | 
state more than sober facts will justify, when I say, that! 
the Armenians appear to be awakirg from the slumber; 
of many generations, and to be in a state well suited tw 
receive 2 powerful and desirable impression from the |a-; 
bors, and examples, and instructions of able and devoted 
missionaries. 

Jacob Aga, at Sidon, collects his neighbors every Sab- 
bath, and reads with them, or to them, the sacred Scrip- 
tures, interspersing the same with remarks, which thong) 
probably not very experimental or spiritual, but confined 
to the external affairs of the church, yet serve to direc: 
men’s attention to the Bible, and thus to “ prepare the 
way of the Lord.”” Two or three individuals, and one of 
them of the Greek Catholic Church, now enter into all! 
his views, and take part with him in all his diseussions. 

Signor Wortabet, in my service, who left the convim > 
about a year and a half ago, as wild and as thoughiless, as” 
it wasin the nature of a ‘convensto make him, has now” 
apparently conviction of sin, and is an earnest inquirer) 
not so much to know what is truth, as to know what sal.) 
vation is, nnd how it isto be obtained. After a deeply) )> 
interesting conversation with him a few evenings sinc: 
in which IT seemed really to have come once more int” 
the province of the Holy Spirit, he made a reques,7 


Archbish 
to transact 


which, as it was the firs: of the kind ever made to me i 
Syria, was deeply affecting tome. “I wish you,” sai! 
he, ‘to pray for me. Pray that God would send his Ho? 
ly Spirit to form in me a new nature. I pray more ear 
nestly for this every day, and desire it more ardent!) 
than any thing else, or than all things eise ia the world 
But I fear, God will not hear my prayers. I think be 
will hear yours.”—In this request, he was joined by as 
other individual, of whom more presently 


have had catirely different views presented to their minds, 
and many solemn considerations urged upon them. One 
individual, with whom we have had the most conversa- 
tion, has promised to read the New-Testament, and to 
believe in Christ, if he finds evidence that he is the true 
Messiah. We had just succeeded in establishing a school, 
among them, when it was broken up amidst those terrible 
occurrences, which followed the visit of the Greeks here, 
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and has not been since renewed. The Jews, like the 
Christians, are lamentably ignorant of their own Scrip- 
tures, and, like the latter, have incorporated with divine 
truth so many of their own legends and absurd tales, that 
to bring them back to the simple word of God, is like 
clearing away piles of rebbisi, which have been accu- 
mulativg for many centuries. 
Of the Armenians. 

* Youmlready know, that the Archbishop at Sidon, the 
archbishop in my family, and the monk in my service, 
have married wives, in violations of the most sacred can- 
ons of their own, and of all the oriental churches. This 
bold step of theirs, in breaking away from the customs of 
their fathers, has been noised abroad through the whole 
country, and has produced not a litte excitement. Anoth- 
er Armenian monk, has also recently followed their ex- 
ample, under circumstances of spveial interest, which 
are as follows : 


* Since writing the above, we have learnt with grief, that 
the Jews, who bought the whole Bible in Hebrew, cut out the 
New-Testament in many instances, if not in every one, and 
eld it in the Bezar for wastg paper. 





Of Individual Inquirers. 

It was not till withina few months, that we found ar 
among the Arabs, who would acknowledge themse!ves ¥ 
be in a state of sin and death. Every body “ fase 
twice a week, and thanked God, that he was not as othe 
men.” Several individuals appear now to be convinced, 
thatthey are in a state of condemnation ; and when ask 
ed the question, frankly confess, “I have not been bon 
again; I am dead in trespasses and sins ; I am in the 
broad road that leadethto deuraction.” Qa such mines, 
divine truth, of course, falls with additional power. 
this class are three of our schoolmasters. A few no low 
ger frequent the churches, nor confess to the priests, 9o [7 
observe the fasts, nor pray to the saints, nor bow dow! 
before their images, nor regard the festivals in honor o 
them. Of this class is an Arab youth of the Greek 
Church, who has been with me near two years. It is 00% 
more than six months, that he has professed to renounct 
all dependance for salvation upon the numerous fasts, the 
oft repeated prayers, and prescribed nostrams of bs 
church, and to believe, that the blood of Christ alo» 
can cleanse him from guilt. 
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Of this class also, is another Arab youth of the same 


























A Maile Church, about 13 years of age whom we have instructed 

OP. his mM italian and English, and caused to be in the grammar 

Similar f his own langaage, and in ancient and modern Greek. 

Mi With is name is Asaad Jacob ; for more than three months he 
Ootla, 


has been in my family, and is now of use to me in copy 


5 One English and Italian, and writing Arabic and Gree 

nstani. Ah !* said one of his brothers, after. urging him in vain 
with 4 > attend some of their foolish ceremonies, “ you have 
Signor scome what I always said you would, if you had so 
IFATY (0 uch intercourse with these men, viz. a heretic.’ One 
Bic. Ke. f the priests, after railing at him aconsiderable time in 
en, the he church, broke out into exclamations like these ; Alas! 


ntempt, 
oks ar 
oks are 


nhappy youth! lost! lost! lost! gone beyond redemp- 
on! undone forever !” He paused,———"“ But is 
here no help? Can nothing be pe to arrest divine 





and s:. »ngeance, and to save this youth from everlasting fire ?” 
arriago fier a second payse he turned to Asaad, and, said with 

Then ftened tones; ie githapn deiceaany yet behope, If 
you not a will purchase a few candles to burn before the bles- 


ed Virgin, | will andertake your cause, and wiil save 


jive, “ | 
our soul from eternal death.’’ This took place before 


nr false 


menian e had broken off from all connection with his charch, 
ay afte; ad tended greatly to hasten his entire separation from it. 
ig Came Of the younger brother of Asaad Shediak, we know 


ut little at present, except that he refuses to go to con- 
»ssion, desires us to remember him in our prayers, and 


een, fo ; bs 

to lead s called by the Patriarch a heretic and accursed. 

, whieh Another Maronite youth near us, appears to be in as 
oration, teresting a state of mind, as any [ have described. He 


















think | ad imbibed strong prejudices against us, and had avoid- 
ay, that /amed all intercourse with us, till hts own mind had become 
lumber; aagleeply impressed by reading a2 New-Testament, that fell 
ited to% his way. He now comes almost every night to read 
the la e Scriptures with Mr. Bird, and to beg his prayers. 


e himself thinks that he has been born again; but 
rough his case appears hopeful, we choose for the pres 
nt to suspend our opinion. The persecutions, which, 
nless “ a great company of the Priests become obedient to 
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ry Sab- 
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though e Fuith’’ seem likely to fall heavily upon all who open- 
on fined y espouse the cause and the religion of the Bible, will, 
o direct oubtless, have the effect of preventing many from per 
are the anenily joining us, whose hearts are not under an infla- 
1 one of nce more than haman. That such an influence begins 
into all ago be felt here, we can no longer doubt. It really seems 
sions. s if this were, “ the acceptable year of the Lord,’ and 


s if the Holy Comforter, so long banished from these 
gions, had come back in triumph, to make these “ tents 
{ Kedar” once more the sweet abodes of peace and 
we, We have joy in our hearts ; we have joy in our 
wellings ; and we look with the most devout earnest- 
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bat sal. 















deeply) aapess, and delightful anticipations, to the day, when such |. 
5 siner times of refreshing shall come,’ as shall fill all heaven 
ore into! ith praise. Yours affectionately, 
eques, |) W. Goopett. 
OD me ij ns 2 ama 
t,”” sail We learn that the General Agent of the Amer- 
his Hof an Tract Society has received a donation of 
ee 0 hundred and fifty dollars, from Mr. Moses Al- 

Seerid 0, Treasurer of the Society; of which amount 
hink bemmve following sums are to be appropriated for the 

by ae irculation of Tracts at American Foreign Miss- 

nary Stations, viz. 
At the Sandwich Islands, - - $50 00 

nnd ats At Bombay, = - - - - 50 00 
cles At Malta, a hoetin t? cae ae 
ios otha It isa fact, fully ascertained by experience, that 
vince Mmeligious Tracts are a most powerful auxiliary to 
en ask e efforts of the Heralds of the Gospel, as well 
“ ” » Pagan as in Cliristian lands. The limited re- 
eaiok burces of the American Tract Society, the ex- 





nse of stereotyping and supplying the General 
Vepository with Tracts, and the urgent calls from 
ne destitute parts of our own country for aid, 
ave hitherto rendered extensive foreign appropri- 
lions entirely inppracticable. We hope that the 
bove donation will induce others to commit to 


er. 
no lon 

sts, not By 
v dow? 
onor 0 


Greek 














| is now 
nounct his Society, such funds as they wish should be 
™ - ised for printing Tracts in any part of the world 


lose n the religious prosperity of which they may, for 


New Missionaries —Donations.—Onxa the swiftness of Time. 
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The Rev. Joseph Lane and his wife, are now on 
their way to take charge of the mission among the 
Tuscarora Indians in the State of New-York.— A mis- 
sion was commenced here in 1821, by the New-York 
Missionary Society. It is now placed under the care 
of the American Board. 


CENTER COLLEGE. 
This institution, underthe patronage of the Synod 
of Kentucky, is in a flourishing condition, and throng- 
ed with Students. While the College. uncer the care 


of President Holly, has declined so much: in tho opin. 
ion of the Christian public, that it does not contain 
more than fifty students. 


DONATIONS. 

The amount of donations acknowledged by the 
Treasurer of the American Board, from 2Ist Nov. te 
20th Dec. inclusive, is $5,544 39—Besides donations, 
is clothing from sundry places. 





The Christian Watchman, in reviewing the efforts 
of the last 25 years for the conversion of the world, 
says— 

‘** 3000 Bible Societies have been established, whose 
annual income now exceeds $500,000, and more than 
5,000,000 of Bibles and Testaments have been distrib- 
uted over the globe in about 150 languages and dia- 
lects. The income of all the Missionary Associations 
in 1825, was $1,583,203.” 

ON THE SWIFTNESS OF TIME, AND BREVITY 
OF LIFE. 


‘* What is this world at best, 
Though deck’d with vernal bloom, 
By hope and youthful fancy dress’d ; 
What but a ceaseless toil for rest, 
A passage to the tomb?” 


After a ramble one fine summer evening, I seated 
myself beside a rivulet in my own native vale, and 
viewing the current and the quick succession of th« 
waves, [ was led to reficct on the rapidity of timc, 
and the thoughtlessness of men. 

Human life, thought I, is like the river, small in its 
beginning; after winding a little way it is lost in the 
mighty ocean —the ocean of eternity. On its current 
are embarked men of every rank and condition.— 
Passing along, the youth especially caught my atten- 
tion ; successively they appeared in groups, and then 
mingled with the multitudes more advanced. Some 
appeared sportive, and unconscious of others’ fate. 
Some were stupidly looking on, while others morc 
wise learned to shun the sands and rapids, and by 
observing rose to eminence ; the gay and thoughtless 
fell far short, and were satisfied with the bobbies. 
Among the multitudes, where are those that cheered 
and enlightened, and to whom many looked up for 
example! The story of onel will briefly relate. She 
seemed of nature’s finest mould, and to possess a 
heart of conscious superiority : like a rising star she 
glittered. Passing along, she excited the wonder 
and admiration of her acquaintance. Though many 
were sinking on either hand, she seemed indifferent, 
nor saw the sands that had wrecked them. A mo- 





ny reason, feel an especial interest.—N. Y. Obs. 





ment I saw her thus cheerful, ah! a lurkivg tearpest 
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dashed upon her littl bark—a moment—I saw her 
pale, and turning a despairing eye to her companions, 
she sunk for ever} 

But ah | is this the fate, cried I, of blooming youth? 
I knew old age must sink under time’s withering 
stroke. § had seen them fall, unnoticed by their 
neighbors, or if seen unremembered. It grieved me 
much that youth and health gave no security. His 
bark may float upon the smoothest sea a while, but 
soon methinks from yonder sky a lowering storm will 
burst, and drive them underneath the wave. 


‘Oh blest are they who seek a happier. clime, 
Nor trust the bliss that blooms beneath the sky.”’ 
Communicated. ] R. 
oer 


RETROSPECT OF THE YEAR 1826. 

At the commencement of the new year, we intended to 
have reviewed the events of the past. Bat we shall de- 
fer it to the commencement of another volume, and avail 
ourselves of the following extracts from the Missionary 


Herald. 

The intelligence from Bomspay has never been so 
pleasing, and never so painful, as during the past year. | 

The mission had struck its roots deep in the native soil, 
and wanied only more of the warmth of Christian patron- 
nge, soon to extend its branches wide. Preparatory work 
had been accomplished sufficient to enable a missionary 
entering the field vow, to exert ‘en times as much imflu- 
ence on the wative population, as he could have done fen 
years ago; so that the same number of laborers might ad- 
vance ten times as rapidly towards a glorious success, «4s 
they could have done only as many years since. Numer 
ous channels of intuence had becn opened, and the wa- 
ters of salvation had been made to flow in them. The at- 
tention of the natives had been gained, to a considerable 
extent; avd so much Christian knowledge had been 
thrown into the native mind, that impressions on the 
heart began to he visible, and fair was the prospect of an 
effusion of the Holy Spirit. Indeed, one person, as the 
first frvsts of the harvest, had been admitted to the fellow- 
ship of the visible church. 

was when this nrission began to assume its Lrightest 
: t, and when we were beginning to réjoice im that 
brightness, that a portentous clond spread suddenly over 
the horizon. While the executive officers of the Board 
were arsembled, with their brethren, in the house of 
prayer, atthe Monthly Concert in September, they re- 
ceived the letters, which announced the death of Hall. 
He died not, however, till he had seen a hundred thou- 
sand Christian books distributed amoug the Mahratta peo- 
eg ; nor till he had witnessed the New Testament traas- 
ated, faithfully. from the original Greek into the vernac- 
ular tongue of 12,000,000 of people, perishing for lack of 
knowiedge. 

The fact of principal interest, in regard to the CeyLon 
mission, which has been communicated the past year, is, 
that the mission church now contains not Jess than ninety 
natire members ;—many possessing fine minds; several 
cousiderably advanced io learning ; some useful preach- 
ers of the Gospel to their countrymen ; and all hopefully 

ious, and, amid temptations such as we by cxperience 
Know nothing of, adorning their profession by a Christian 
ife. 

From Parxstixr, during the early part of the year, 
we heard title but weeping, because Fisk, that ornament 
to the missionary character, had ceased to be seen on 
earth. It now appears, that a spirit of mquiry is waking 
up again in the ancient birth-place of Christianity, and is 
beginging to rue with so strong a tide, that it is not likely, 
if teese western churches do their duty, that the powers 
of and hell combined, wall be able to stop ut. 

he intelligence from the mission among the Curro- 
uEES, has been, on the whole, of a mort decisive and 
cheering character, than in any former years, if we ex- 
cept, perhaps, the one immediately preceding, We have 
had more proof that Indians, properly situated, can be 
civilized, than has ever before been exhibited, since this 
country was settled by our fathers. 

The Sanpwica Iszanps have occupicd much of our 
attention. We have been told of nine chiefs, embedying 


a great portion of the civil influence of the islands, public- 
ly professing their fakth in Christ, ang heartily enterigg 
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(Man, 
upon the discharge of their dut¥es towards God and their 


fellow men. We have been told of half a score of church. 
es, and more, erected by the uatives themselves, for |), 
worship of Jehovah, and crowded with attentive hearer, 
We have been told, by one who witnessed the sight, of 


more than 2,000 islanders, moving along in one interes. 

ing procession, bearing on their shouk from distant 

a the ‘epee for one of 7 churches, whet, 

when completed, could contain 4, people, and wa; 

thronged to overflowing. We have been told of near 
20,000 people under instruction, tayght by competent na- 
tives, whom the missionaries had qualified for the service 
—of more than 12,000 able to read the word of God, were 
that blessed volume ready to be put into their hands—acd 
of a most longing desire, every where expressed, to come 
into speedy ion of that richest treasure. We have 
been told of the effusions of the Holy Spirit at Honorurn, 
at Lahaina, and in different paris of Hawaii ; and that, % 
the results of thés® heavenly visitations, more than 2,008 
islanders, lately shrouded in the d glooms of a barba- 
rous paganism, have erected the family altar for the morn. 
ing and evening worship of the true God. We have 
been told of reguiar meetings for prayer among the fe. 
mates and among the males of those islands, just as there 
are among ourseives when religion flourishes ; and of the 
high satisfaction with which the once haughty and cruel 
chiefs mingle with those, whom they once despised and 
oppressed, in the solemn acts of devotion. 

At Labama, not long since, scarcely any thing could be 
kept from the rapacity of thievss, who were as numerous 
as the inhabitants themselves. Locks, guards, the utmost 
Vigilance, every precaution were ineffectual. But, as we 
have been told the past year, so great has been the moral 
change in that place, that, for successive months, although 
every thing was exposed, and nothing was guarded, avd 
hundreds of the natives were entering the missionary’s 
habitation every day; nothing, absolutely nothing, was 
lost. At Kaavaroa, on Hawaii, a little more than two 
years ago, the people were opposed to Christianity, given 
to inebriation, seeeenaee, ofien engaged in domestic 
broils, and grevetling in the lowest ignorance and debase- 
ment. 
on authority not to be questioned, that intoxication is no 
longer witnessed in that place; that there are oo more 
family qyarrels; that family prayers are oniformly attend: 
ed ; thay kind offices ave cvery where rendered ; and that, 
from ‘refitote vilinges, Individuals comie to fnquire respect 
ing the new way, and with tears beseech that some one 
may be sent to instruct them. 

We pass to a ‘department of missionary effort, which 
has scarcely been alluded to in this retrospective view, 
and yet has not becn everlooked in the statements 6f the 
year. We referto the Printing EstaBLismMents.— 
Saying nothing of former years, we have heard, within a 
little more than the space of time now under reyiew, of 
three millions and a half of pages, made living and efficacious 
by the religious truth impressed upon them at Malta, and 
Bombay, and the Sandwich Islands :—which is nearly hall 
as many as have been printed in all the preceding years. 
We have heard, too, of the travels of these little eloquent 
messengers of truth—through the Sandwich Islands—over 
the populous Mahiatta country—into Greece, and Asia 
Minor, and Syria, and Palestine—and into countries far 
towards the rising sun : all calculated to produce the best 
kind of intelligence known on earth, and adapted to ae 
powerfully on the mind, elevating, enlarging, and strengtt- 
ening it, and fitting it to live and move and act to some 
purpose on the styge of human life, and in the boundles 
spheres of eternity. 

From Ixpta, the intelligence has been less abundae', 
than in some former years; but never, perhaps more de 
cisive in its bearivg on the missionary question, as it 1 
spects that populous country. 

Two handred and fifty years ago, England had but ov 
cowsgnase, and wits content with that. India has »0* 
six, in the languages of the country, designed solcly 
uative readers, the product of native intelligencé, and 
native evterprise, 

At Palmacuttah, long the seat of missionary labors, th 
powerful effects of Christian influence had begun to 
witnessed. In the course of the past year, we have bee® 
told of eleven hundred femilies, dispersed through mor 
than 120 villages, which have forsaken idolatry, and '€ 
nounced the distinctions of caste. In some villages, *° 
were informed the idol temples had been converted '9° 
Christian churches ; in others, they had been demolish 





But within a few months we have been informed, | 
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The soothern part of Ceylon, as well as the northern, 
have also ieeniehall the ‘mast pleasing ee We 
have heard of whole parishes, ia which are heathen tem- 
les, but no worshippers; and we have been told by a 
} missionary from that island, that_a temple of Budhu has 

been offered by the natives for Christian worship, and 
that in proportion as the Bible had been circulated, the 
jufuence of caste had been destroyed. Twenty thousand 
people could read that blessed volume ; and before the 
present year expires, it is expected, that one in fifty, 

seaking the Cingalese language, will, by the British and 
oreign Bible Socicty, be supplied with the blessed vol- 
une. 

Mapacascar has been noticed in our work only ioci- 
dentally ; but some of the missions in SourHE#RN Arrica 
have passed under our review. Among the Hottentots 
and the Caffrees, the word of God,.as we have learned, 
steadily gains influence. the former, their 
punctual attendance on the daily public exercises of devo- 
tion, their seriousness of demeanor while there, their 
readiness and liberality in contributing toward the tempo- 
ral necessities and religious improvement of their breth- 
ren, and their orderly deportment and moral conduct at 
all the stations, evince, that the Gospel has come to them 
“ yot in word only, but in power.” How flourishing the 
older stations among the Caffrees must be, may be infer- 
red from an account, received during the year, of one re- 
cently established, and named after the founder of Meth- 
odism. Before this station was formed, the people there 
assembled were naked, rambling on the mountains, mur- 
dering strangers, living on piunder, destitute of the word 
of life, unacquainted with the Sabbath. But fifteen 
months afterwards, as we learned from a respectable vis- 
itaut of the station, this same people were collecied into 
something like a civil society ; most of them wore some 


clothing, and several were very decently clad ; and all | 


were taught to worship the true God, and to reverence 
his Sabbath. From their habitations, or from among the 
bushes of that wild region, the voice of prayer and ot 
praise was every morning heard to ascend. 

The intelligence from Russia, casts a shade over this 
picture of light and life ; bus it is neither deep, nor very 
portentous. For the circumstances under which the Rus- 
sian Bible Seciety was suppresseg, show, soogiesively, 
that it had acted strongly oa the public opinion of the na- 
tion, and had lnovenerd, the amount of general intelli- 
gence, and had called forth an expression of it, in regard 
to the rights of the people, civil and religious. 

From the dreary coasts of GREENLAND, where it 
would seem nothing short of Moravian benevolence and 
zeal could live and labor, we have heard of the triumphs 
of the Gospel. These benevoleut men have not labored 
in vain. They have founded a Christiaa church io 
Greenland; and with sweet trapsport they now listen to 
the high praises of God, as they ascend from those icy 
cliffs to heaven. 

From the young, but growing republics of Spayisn 
America, a messenger of the churches has, during the 
past year, returned with good tidings—not, indeed, that 
a wide door and ofectual is opened to the ministers of a 
pare religion ; vot that numerous souls in those extended 
regions are rejoicing beneath the effusions of the Holy 

pirit ;—but that a vast amount of mind has broken from 
the shackles of ages ; that intelligence is springing into 
life and activity; and that public opinion, all over the: 
land, has felt the pulsations of liberty, hus heard the com- 
— go forward, and has commenced its resistless 
march. 

Far beyond the ridges of the Andes, in the bosom of a 
vast ocean, uaknown to the world until lately, and when 
known, known only to be pitied and despised, lie the little 
clusters of the Harvey and Raivavai Isiayps. Of 
there, the Jast year has held before our eyes a, picture, 
made lovely avd attractive by its moral beauty. " Polyea. 
my, infanticide, war, cannibalism, no longer offend the 
sight. la vain do we look for the wildness and ferocity of 
the savage. In vain do we listen for the yell of the war- 
nor, or the shriek of the victim. Every where there is 
peace, and order, and neatness, and industry. The white- 
washed cottage adorns the landscape, and the ehurch 
gives new grace and dignity to the whole. And by what 
agency has this change been effected? “ Not by might, 
as by power.” A fow nauves of the Society Islands, 
who through the instrumentality of missionaries, had fel: 
the love of Jesus shed abroad in their souls, yolontarily 
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offered themselves %3 the heralds of the ¢ross fo these 
islands, aud were sent thither at the hazard of their lives. 
There, alone, unsustained, except by the Lord of Missions, 
they prayed and taught, with unceasing diligence, till idol- 
atry fell before them, and barbarism fled away, and the 
Gospel as the corrector and the rule of life, became gi!ori- 
ously triumphant. 


VERMONT BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Vermont Chronicle contains an abstract of the 
14th Report, from which it appears that at the close 
of the annual mecting in 1825, the funds of the Soci- 
ety amounted to $1,057 72. Part of this sum was 
required to pay a debt previously contracted at the 
depository of the American Bible Soeiety, the sum of 
300 dollars has been sent as a donation to that So- 
ciety, and 625 Bibles have been purchased and most. 
ly distributed to auxiliaries. 

The whole amount of what has been received by 
this Society since its formation, to Oct. 20, 1826, is 
$13,626 97. Of this sum $300 were given to assist 
the New-York Bible Society in printing the Bible in 
the French language, to be distributed in Louisiana ; 
$200 were sent tothe A. B. C. F. M. to assist in pub- 
lishing the holy scriptures in foreign languages ; 
$3,825 bas been sent in donations to the American 
Bible Society ; and with the residue, after defraying 
necessary expenses, there have been purchased 980) 
Bibles, and 2350 Testaments, most of which have 
been distributed in this State. 

Pursuant to a resolution of the Society, passed at 
the last annual meeting, requesting the Directors te 
adopt such measures as they might deem most proper 
for ascertaining the whole number of families in the 
State who are destitute of a Bible, the Directors a- 
dopted some measures, which they indulged the hope 
would prove effectual, but which, they regret to say, 
have hitherto but very partially succeeded. At their 
request, the Secretary addressed a printed circular 
to such gentlemen in the several towns in the State, 
es if was judged would be most likely to attend to the 
business, earnestly requesting them to take some effi- 
cient measures to ascertain what number of families 
were destitute of the Bible in their respective towns ; 
and also to use their influence in aid of the funds of 
the society, and to make report. From 61 towns in 
different parts of the Smite, though principally from 
the northern counties, returns have been received, in 
compliance with this request. According to these 
returns, in these 61 towns, which at the last census 
comprised considerable less than one fourth of the 
whole population of the State, there were found 995 
families which did not possess a whole bibie in their 
houses. Some of these families had a Testament; 
some had a considerable part of the Bible; some a 
few tattered fragments only ; and from the best esti- 
mate which can be made from the information receiv. 
ed, about two-fifths of the whole number, or from 350 
to 400 families were destitute of any part of the sa- 
cred volume. This alarming deficiency of Bibles has 
not been found merely in those towns which are com- 
paratively new, and where the inhabitants are few 
and geverally poor, but also in some ofthe older and 
more populous and wealthy towns. In ove town, 
with a population at the last census of between 1500 
and 1600, 78 families were found destitute of a 
whole Bible. kn another town of about 285 fapetiies, 
58 were found destitute. In that town the examina- 
tion was thoroughly made, by a gentleman who has 
probably had a better opportunity to ascertain the 
want of Bibles in the different parts of the State, than 
almost any other; and in connexion with this affect- 
ing result of his careful examination, in this instance, 
he says, “ It is not my opinion that there is a greater 
want of Bibles in this town, than in other parts of the 
State take themtogether.” In each of two other con- 
siderable towns were found 50 destitute families; in 








two others 40, and in avother 33. Ifthe deficiency 


























































526 


is equally great in other parts of the State as in the 
towns from which returns have been received, which 
the Directors know not that there is any reason to 
doubt, the whole number of families destitute of a 
whole Bible, must considerably exceed 4000, and the 
nuinber destitute of any part of it cannot be less than 
1610. 

Though the Directors deeply regret that returns 
have been received from so small a proportion, of the 
towns in the State, it yet affords them some satisfac- 
tion to be able to give so much information to the So- 
ciety on this interesting subject ; and this satisfaction 
is increased by that assurance they have received, that 
the measures adopted have excited an increased at- 
tention to, and an increased interest in the benevo- 
lent objects of the Society, while there is reason to 
believe that by the inquiry which has been instituted, 
numbers who before were destitute, have been induc- 
od to furnish themselves with Bibles. 

eS 


Revivals. 


HOPKINTON, N. H. 





A letter from a Christian minister in Hopkin- 
ton, states, that fourteen or fifteeu persons give ev- 
idence of having lately experienced religion. Peo 
ple are ready to travel three or four miles to at- 
tend religious meetings. At the date of the letter, 
Dec. 6, many were deeply sensible of their lost 
state av sitmers, and the uumber of such was in- 
creasing. The writer observes, that two of his 
family are the happy subjects of this work. 


Iu Spotsylvania Co. Va. we are informed that 
very precious seasons are experienced, among sev- 
eral churches, From fifty to a hundred members 
are seid to have been added to the faithful there. 
But +e bave vot yet been furnished with any par- 
ticular account. The revival is considerable, and 
has extended into the county of Caroline. 

The following account of the revival in Spotsy!- 
vamia, has just been furnished us, by a lady lately 
on a visit at the place. 

About the first of last June, some signs of a revi- 
val of religion were seen in Spotsylvania county, 
at a meeting attended by Elders Clopton, Ball and 
Fife, on their way home from the General Asso- 
ciation in Fredericksburg; and more and more 
concern was observed among the people from that 
period, until the yearly meeting at Waller’s mee: 
ing-house, commencing on Friday the 28th of Ju- 
iy; when great feeling was manifested, and num- 
bers date their awakenings at that meeting. The 
excitement increased and spread, and in a few 
weeks reached the church at Good Hope, about 
ten or twelve miles above Walier’s, in which a 
considerable number of persons soon professed a 
hope in the Lord Jesus Christ, were immersed and 
joined the church there, 

It was affecting to behold the flowing tears of 
the broken hearted penitent, while at the same 
time joy was felt to see the happy countenances of 
some, discovering to those present, that they had 
experienced the forgiveness of their sins. 

The subjects of this revival have been generally 
young persons. I numerous instances, those uni- 


ted in conjugal affection, were not divided; but 
followed the example of that ancient servant of 
God, who with his companion, walked in the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 
Somme large families had the exalted pleasure of 
coming forward, almost all of them, asa little band 
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'o praise the Lord iogetlier, for the mercy exten- 
ded to their souls. 

It has been highly gratifying to see the great so- 
lesunity and feeling which have attended this revi- 
val, ma not by confusion and noise, but by 
sighs, and tears, and songs of praise. 

Appearances still encourage the belief that this 
work of mercy will Jong continue; for after the 
minister concludes his discourse, the congregation 
remains in the meeting-house, singing and pray- 
ing. is 
It is supposed, that more than thirty have united 
with the church at Good Hope, and about fifty with 
the Chureh at Waller’s.— Evan. Inq. 


REVIVAL IN NEW-HAMPTON ACADEMY. 


Extract of a letter from Rev. B. F. Farnsworth, 
Principal of the New- Hampton Academy, to the 
Editor of the Christian Watchman, dated New- 
Hampton, N. H. Nov. 25, 1826, 


It is now six months since the Academical and 
Theological Institution was opened for students 
under the patronage ef the Bapust Convention of 
the State of New-Hampshire. Until that tme, 
there had not been any other than occasional 
preaching in the Meeting-house near the Acade- 
my for several years. The moral desolation was 
uly affecting ; and it was in the apprehension that 
such a state of things might have a very unfavora- 
ble influence upon the Tustitution, that an arrange- 
ment originated for the constant supply of the pul- 
pit. 

Some time in the month of June we were grati- 
fied with the appearance of special seriousness 
among the students, A general solemnity was 
witnessed in our congregations on the Lord’s day, 
and a few individuals weré ascéttained to be in- 
pressed wiih the importance of religion. An in- 
quiring meeting was appointed, to which several 
resorted, confessing their anxiety for the salvation 
of their souls. A few Christians were found, who 
were gratified in asserabling with us, and who felt 
it their duty to pray for the effusions of the Huly 
Spirit. We were soon made to rejoice in the con- 
version of several individuals, and in the prospect 
of a more extensive revival. The work, however, 
continued to progress but gradually, being confin- 
ed almost entirely to the Institution. Such has 
been the state of things with little variation, ull the 
presenttime. On the Lord’s day before the close 
of the summer term, I baptized seven candidates. 
Siuce that time J have baptized seven others.— 
Several more have obtained hope, but have not 
yet made a public profession of religion. The 
number of inquirers is now greater than at any 
former period. I cannot speak of any seasons, 
that have been remarkable for the appearance of 
powerful excitement; but our meetings have gen- 
erally been ivteresting and solemn. With the ex- 
ception of three, all who have obtained hope, are 
under twenty years of age. I think that as many 
as six or eight are under fifteen. All but four are 
members of the Institution. We have reason to 
hope, that still greater blessings are in reserve for 
us. 

Within a few months twelve have been bapti- 
zed by our Free-will brethren in a neighborhood 
a short distance from us, sonth ; and I believe sev- 
eral more have obtained hope. [fn Sanbornton, 
lying south of New-Hampton, there is a revival. 
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and twenty or more, I understand have been bap- 


tized. In some other towns in this region the 
prospects are encouraging. 
I am yours’ sincerely, 
B. F. Fannsworrtn. 
— 
From the Recorder & Telegraph. 


1S ANY THING TOO HARD FOR THE LORD? 

During a revival in the town of T——,, the sea- 
soo past, there lived a Mr. H » who was a mor- 
al man, and clung to that as a matter of justifica- 
tion before God. He was laboring in an adjoin 
ing town, and returned to his family every Satur- 
day evening. In the last week of July, conviction 
of sin fell upon Mrs. H. during the absence of her 
husband. On. Thursday her conviction was pun- 
gent, she saw herself slain by the holy law of God ; 
she was astonished and trembled with fear. She 
desired the privilege of being present at the fami- 
ly prayers of a pious neighbor, and sought his in- 
struction and counsel. Such were the exercises 
of her miad, as almost to deprive her of sleep and 
food, On Saturday God appeared for her, and 
said, “ Daughter, be of good cheer, thy sins are 
forgiven.” Inthe evening she went to a prayer 
meeting in the neighborhood. While she wa. 
there her husband came home. On receiving in- 
formation respecting the absence of his wife, he 
evidently showed dislike, and said, he would have 
his family know that they were subject to his con- 
trol, and the like. On Mrs. H.’s return, he chi 
ded her for her conduct, and said he had but a poor 
opinion of this work. 
very affectionately intreated him to attend to reli 
gion, assuring him that there was a reality in it 
They retired to rest; she fel) asleep, and after a 
while awoke; found Mr. H. awake and said, are 
you well? Yes. She again fell asleep, and again 
awoke, and finding him as before, said you are 
not well, | know ; and offered to rise and adminis 
ter something to him. But he refused, saying | 
am well, only I do not feel sleepy. After a while 
he arose, put on his clothes and walked the room. 
She then said, you are either unwell, or you are 
troubled in your mind. His answer was, “{ am 
a sinner.” A sense of his sin and guilt increased 
upon him, and he was soon brought to tremble. 
By the importunity of his wife he went to meeting, 
but said it seemed to him, that he should sink, the 
preaching was so pointed, and all to him. Alter 
meeting Mrs. H. invited him to accompany her to 
aconference. He declined, and said he must be 
alone. He then prayed unto God, beseeching him 
tohave mercy on him. In this exercise he con 
tinued till near the return of his wife; when he 
found some relief. On ber return, an alteration 
was visible in his countenance, and she inquired if 
he did not feel relieved. He acknowledged that he 
did. The day following they attended the con 
cert of prayer, where a full disclosure of thet 
views and exercises wasimade. Thy havesince 
joined the church in that place, aud thus far have 
Witnessed a good prolession. 


ANECDOTES OF BENEFICIARIES. 


From Proceedings of Young Men’s Education 
Society, New-York. 

“In regard to a second beneficiary,” says a cor- 

respondent, “I have fallen into some perplexity 








Anecdotes of Beneficiaries.— Installations. 


Mrs. H. was grieved, and| 
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In inquiring, through disinterested students, for 
another man of decided piety and of provlsing 
talents, two were named. These it turns out, are 
from the same town; and each was the chief source 
of information as to: the pecuniary exigencies of 
the other; and each thought the other’s clainis 
stronger than he did his owns” On further ingui- 
ry, 1 find fiom another respectable student of the 
same town, that they are both truly excellent 
young men; that both are without pecuniery re- 
sources of any kind, even to procure fael or light 
without incurring debt. The merits of the men 
are very equal, and so much were my feelings 
touched, with the generous and disinterested 
friendship between them which I discovered in 
their eonversation, that I only add, ! choose not to 
designate between them; and I suppose it makes 
1.0 difference which name you take, for he, | sup- 
pose, will divide your benefice with his brother 
student.” 

The Board take great pleasure in stating that 
two of the beneficiaries under their care, are sup- 
ported by one of the infant churches in this city, 
and one other by a Female Seminary of Jamaica, 
1,1, These facts are announced with the hope 
that ether bands of females will be formed, and 
that the avails of their labor will be consecrated 
to a cause sO Important in itself, and ia its bearing 
upon all the other charities of the age. 

* The Rev. Mr. Patten, Secreiary-of the Soci- 
ety, made some statements of a very pleasing char- 
acter, relative to the economy, self denial, and 
correct deportment of the beneficiaries. One of 
them, he said, was accustomed to labor three hours 
each day, except the Sabbath, and another five. 
He spoke of a small church, (the same mentioned 
in the Report) which after making a calculation 
of tHe expefise attending the support of a benefi- 
clary, and what sum would fall to each member, 
resolved to attempt the suppogt of two. They 
now have three upon their lists, and intend ere 
long to add another.—He was acquainted with a 
very useful clergyman in Connecticut, who was 
first determined to devote himself to the ministry, 
in) Consequence of a donation of $50 from a beve- 
vulent lady. He has since returned it, and more ; 
pee now perseveringly engaged in every good 





The press established at Malta by the English 
Church Missionary Society, has issued large edi- 
tions of many useful publications, in Italian, Greek, 
and Arabic, which are circulated in Greece, Asia 
Minor, and Syria.—Fum. Vis. 
_Instattation.—lInstalled as Pastor of the 
Congregational Church and Society in Washing- 
ton, Mass. on the 13th ult. Rev .Caves Kysenr, 
formerly pastor of the church in Hinsdale, an ad- 
joining town.—Tntroductory Praver, by Reger, 
Nash, of Middlefield; Sermon, by Rev. Mr. 
Knight, of Stafford, Conn. ; Installing Prayer, by 
Rev. Dr. Shepard, of Lenox ; Charge to the Pas- 
tor, by Rev. Dr. Hyde, of Lee; Right Hond of 
Fellowship, by Rev. Mr. Mills. of Becket ; Con- 
cluding Prayer, by Rev. Mr. Waters, of Chester- 
field. 

At Philadelphio, Dee. 24, Rev. Gureert R. 
Livineston was installed Pastor of the First Re- 
formed Duteh Church. President Milledoler, of 





hich I will explain by a brief statement of facts. 


Rutgers’ College, preached from Matt. v. 13—16 
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FORK TRE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


“ PERADVENTURE HE SLEEPETH, AND 
MUST BE AWAKED."—1 Kines xviii. 27. 


My dull heart slept. Its panoply was off; 

The festai hour had tull'd it, and the dew 

Swept from the flower’s of brief Prosperity, 

Felt like an opiate o’er it. Folly’s star 

Was dominant. And so it coldly slept 

Even in the house of God. The wakeful ear— 

That trusty essayed in vain 

To arouse its lethargy. The organ rd 

Such full exulting melody, $0 claim’ 

From all the living, one pure hymn of praise 

That rapture’s flush burnt on the the brighten'd 
cheek, 

But on the secret altar of the heart 

No incense cweis Sweet Music sued in vain 


At that seal’d portal. 
Eloquence distill'd 
From the blest preaeher’s lips, aud in soft bands 


Led chain’d attention, yet the affections lay 
Tn their long dream, 


-_—— 








But lowly Prayer knelt down, 

Breathwg her meck voice into Mercy’s ear, 
Through His dear name who bought the forfeit soul 
With hisown blood. Firm Faith’s unearthly glance, 
Hope rainbow-winged, and sainted Charity 
Sustained the thrilling cadence, while it bore 
The sinner to his God. Then woke the heart, 
And from its trembling fountain poured the tear 
Which Penitence required, and humbly sought 
That Sabbath blessing which it else had lost. 
So Prayer prevailed, when Masic, child of 

Heaven, 

And hallow'd Eloquence, like “sounding brass 

Or ¢ymbal” smote the insensate soul, 

And to break its trance. ‘ 
— = 


THE POWBPR OF DIVINE GRACE. 











God is able to make all grace abound towards those 
whom he has taught to trust in him. Fear not then, 
trembling Christian! he will, in his good time, give 
give you the victory which you want, and bruise Sa- 
tan under your fect. 

What changes has grace wrought in the souls of 
men! We see “this in the case of Saul of Tarsus. How 
soon did the lion become a lamb! Another instance 
too, nearly as wonderful, occurs to me. All who 
have read the life of Henry Martyn, who died amidst 
his labors iv the East, as a missionary, would suppose 
that he had been blest from his birth with the mildest 
and sweetest temper. But it was not so. He owed 
all to the grace of God. Till grace reached bis heart, 
he was subject to the most violent passion. Such was 
at times, the excess of his anger, that he once threw 
a weapon at one of his dearest friends, which passed 
close to his heart, and went into the waiuscot behind 
him! All who who were present stood amazed at this 
narrow escape from the effects of passion: and his 

imed, “Martyn, if you indulge these 
tempers, you will ‘be banged for moder.” 


7 t Intelligencer —ln advance, 32,50 








Poctry.—The power of Divine Grace— 
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even from the grave, what it was his 
vig a cate, the boundless power of di- 
Ey ccansioren ibe sinner, and to make him 


of ' ! “Give me 5 Lactantius) a 
ofa abusive, temper ; " 
sae os of God, I rong make bim gentle 

covetous, ; 


cad a Teo ten to 
Give mea crael aud blood- 


isi ‘FIDELITY. 


The learned earl of Northampton being troubled 
with atheistical suggestions, put them off this way, viz. 
If { could give any account how myself or any thing 
else had a being without God ; how there came so uni- 
form and so constant a consent of mankind, of all 
ages, tempers, and educations, (otherwise differing so 


much io their apprehensions) about the of God, 
the immortality of the soul, and religion; in which 
they could not likely either deceive so many, or, be- 

be an 


ing so many, could not be deceived, I co 
atheist. 





DIRECTIONS FOR THE RIGHT USE OF TEMPO- 
RAL AND SPIR{TUAL BLESSINGS. 
OF TEMPORAL GIFTS. 


* Using this world, as not abusing it.”—1 Cor. vii. 32. | 


Wish for) ( cautiously. 
Ask submissively. 
Want contentedly. 
Obtain honestly. 
Aecep* hoaremyyi 
Manage pradenty. 
Eamploy them ¢ lawfally. 
Impart liberally. 
Esteem moderately. 
Increase virtnously. 
Use subserviently. 
Forego easily. 
Resiga , L willingly. 








OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS, 
“ Set your affections on things above.” — Colus. iii. 2 








Prize ( iwestimably. 
Covet earnestly. 
Seek for diligently. 
Ponder frequently. 
Wait for patiently. 
Expect hopefully. 
Receive > them < joyfully. 
Enjoy \ae thankfully. 
Improve carefully. 
Retain watchfally. 
Plead for manfully: 
Hold dependently. 
Grasp) | eternally. 
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